Work with a family member to replace the missing words.
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You may have seen pictures of Uncle Sam and heard his name. Did you know he is based on a
real person? Read the story, then number the pictures on this page in the correct order.
Before Uncle Sam, the
hen Samuel Wilson was 14, the American colonies
declared their independence from British rule. Samuel
ran away to join the revolutionary army. But he was too young
to fight, so he took care of the cattle that were the meat
supply for the revolutionary army.

A man named Elbert Anderson ordered meat from the Wilson
brothers for the army. Samuel checked each meat shipment
very carefully to be sure it was good. Once a shipment met
with his approval, he stamped EA-US on it. EA stood for Elbert
Anderson and US stood for United States.

After the war, Samuel and his brother Ebeneezer, moved to
Troy, New York and started a
meat business. They salted
and packed meat into barrels
so that the meat would keep
on the pioneers’ long journey
traveling west.

ne story says that a man working in the kitchen saw the
EA-US label and asked what it meant. Someone joked
that EA means ‘eat away’ and US are Uncle Sam’s initials to
show that he inspected the meat. The joke caught on and was
repeated over and over by other soldiers.

Their business was very
successful. The employees
liked Sam so much that they
called him their “Uncle Sam.”
In 1812, a second war broke out with England. The army
stationed six thousand troops in Fort Crailo, just a few miles
from Troy. Those 6,000 men had to eat.

United States had a
woman as a ________.
She was called Columbia.

Columbia, sometimes
called Goddess Columbia,

When Elbert Anderson visited the fort, he saw the labels and
asked what they meant, and a dockhand answered, “They
stand for Uncle Sam. It’s his meat that feeds the army.”

appeared in a ______ by Phillis Wheatley.
Although Wheatley was a slave, she ________
a poem to encourage George Washington in his

Newspapers wrote about this story. Cartoonists drew pictures
of the Uncle Sam character wearing clothing with stars and
stripes—like our flag! Before long, Uncle Sam became a
symbol of the United States itself.

_______ for freedoms she would never enjoy.
The poem’s closing lines are:

Proceed, great chief,
How many stars can you find on this
page in two minutes. Have a friend
try. Who found the most?

with virtue on thy side,
Thy ev’ry action let the Goddess guide.
A crown, a mansion,
and a throne that shine,

Look through the newspaper
for a word that starts with
every letter in the word
NEWSPAPER. Try to pick
words that say something about
your newspaper. For example,
N could be a word like “New.”

Look carefully. Can you find each matching hat?

With gold unfading, WASHINGTON!
Be thine.

Columbia was dressed to show the ideals of the
new country. She ________ the cap of Liberty
and carried the sword of Justice, the olive
branch of Peace, and the laurel wreath of
Victory.
Standards Link: Writing applications.

In 1920, Columbia became the symbol of a
The Statue of Liberty is a famous American
symbol of freedom and hope. A gift from
France, it has stood on a pedestal in New York
Harbor since 1886. A poem written for the
Statue by Emma Lazarus has a famous line
that is quoted often. Fill in the missing vowels,
then talk with your family about what this
quote means.

“G_ve m_ y_ _r t_red,
y_ _r p_ _r, y_ _r
h_ddled m_sses
ye_rning to br_ _the
fr_ _.”
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EMPLOYEES
COLONIES
INITIALS
PIONEERS
LEGEND
SAMUEL
WILSON
SYMBOL
CRAILO
FEEDS
MEAT
ARMY
AWAY
WEST
EAT

company that makes movies called Columbia
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_____________.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Teachers regularly use newspapers
in classrooms. What can you learn
from a newspaper?

