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The Elgin High School 

girls varsity basketball 

team under Head Coach 

Chris Tibbets had 5A-Dis-

trict 23 action this past 

week as the Lady Wild-

cats traveled to take on 

Pflugerville High School 

and hosted Pflugerville 

Hendrickson High School.

Following a two-game 

win streak in which the 

Lady Wildcats knocked 

off Cedar Creek High 

School and Bastrop High 

School, Elgin hit the 

road Jan. 17 against the 

Pflugerville Lady Pan-

thers and fell 48-28.

Elgin was led by soph-

omore Trinity Martinez 

as she finished with a 

team-high 14 points on 

four made three-point-

ers, three rebounds and 

one steal. Lady Wildcats 

fellow sophomore Shar-

monique Williams also 

scored in double figures 

against Pflugerville with 

10 points, four rebounds, 

two assists and two steals 

while senior Jaylan Rob-

erson had five steals, 

five rebounds and three 

points.
Following a lopsided 

85-24 loss Friday night 

versus the district power-

house Hendrickson Lady 

Hawks, the Lady Wildcats 

(9-19 overall, 2-7 in dis-

trict) have a district road 

game scheduled for Jan. 

23 at Georgetown East 

View High School and 

will return home Friday, 

Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. to host 

Pf lugerville Connally 

High School.

By Andrew Salmi

andrew.salmi

@granitemedia
partners.com

Elgin High School var-

sity football senior stand-

out quarterback Nathen 

Lewis announced his 

commitment Jan. 20 to 

continue his career as a 

student-athlete at Texas 

A&M-University Kings-

ville for the Javelinas 

football program.

“I want to start off by 

giving praise to my lord 

and savior Jesus Christ. 

Because without him, 

none of this would be 

possible,” Lewis said on 

X. “He blessed me with 

the opportunity and the 

ability to play the game 

I love. Then I want to say 

thank you to my parents 

and family for pushing 

me every day and sup-

porting me throughout 

the whole process. Also 

for the constant love and 

support. Lastly, thank 

you to all my coaches 

for pushing me and help-

ing grow me as a young 

man.”

Lewis was a dynamic 

dual-threat quarterback 

for the Wildcats under 

Elgin Head Coach Heath 

Clawson throughout the 

2023 season as the senior 

finished with 1,466 yards 

passing on 104-of-191 

attempts with 17 touch-

downs through the air, 

800 yards rushing and 

12 scores on the ground.

“Proud of this young 

man is an understate-

ment,” Clawson said. 

“Talented, humble, fierce 

competitor, great team-

mate and coachable. The 

list goes on. Javelina 

football just got a heck 

of a football player and 

even better person. Can’t 

wait to watch Nathen 

Lewis at the next level.”

Lewis will take his 

ta lents down south 

and compete for Texas 

A&M-K ingsv i l le th is 

upcoming 2024 foot-

ball season under Head 

Coach Michael Salinas 

at the NCAA Division 

II level in the Lone Star 

Conference.

Lewis commits to Texas A&M-Kingsville Wildcats hoops 

handles Pflugerville

Lady Wildcats continue district play

Elgin girls soccer trounces Victoria East
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Elgin High School varsity football senior quarterback Nathan Lewis (1) scrambles for yardage Sept. 22, 2023, 

during the Wildcats’ dominant 50-28 victory at home over Pflugerville Connally High School. 
Photo by Erin Anderson

Elgin High School boys varsity basketball soph-

omore Tyson McFarlin puts up an acrobatic shot 

Jan. 17 during the Wildcats’ 66-52 victory at home 

versus Pflugerville High School.
Photo by Jack Grames

Elgin High School girls varsity basketball sophomore 

Trinity Martinez shoots a three-pointer Jan. 9 during 

the Lady Wildcats’ 47-17 district home victory over 

Cedar Creek High School. Photo by Erin Anderson

By Andrew Salmi

andrew.salmi

@granitemedia
partners.com

The Elgin High School 

boys varsity basketball 

team split its 5A-Dis-

trict 23 games this past 

week as the Wildcats 

hosted Pf lugerv i l le 

High School and went 

on the road to take on 

Pflugerville Hendrick-

son High School.

The Wildcats took care 

of business Jan. 17 at 

home as Elgin got off 

to a huge lead in the 

first half and did not 

look back in a 66-52 

victory over the visiting 

Pflugerville Panthers. 

Team defense was a 

major factor in this 

game as the Wildcats 

did not let the Panthers 

get into a rhythm offen-

sively.
Elgin was led against 

Pflugerville by junior 

Marcus Hickman with 

a team-high 14 points 

on four three-pointers 

made, two rebounds, 

one assist and one steal. 

Wildcats senior Nathen 

Lewis also scored in 

double f igures with 

13 points to go along 

with six rebounds and 

five assists, while ju-

nior Amar Bermudez 

had eight points on two 

shots made from behind 

the arc, three rebounds 

and one steal in the win 

over the Panthers.

Following a 55-37 

loss on the road Jan. 

19 to the Hendrickson 

Hawks, the Wildcats 

(15-6 overall, 3-4 in dis-

trict) under Head Coach 

David Wilson next have 

district games sched-

uled Jan. 23 at home 

versus Georgetown 

East View High School 

and Jan. 26 on the road 

against Pf lugervil le 

Connally High School.

By Andrew Salmi

andrew.salmi

@granitemedia
partners.com

GEORGETOWN — The 

Elgin High School girls 

varsity soccer team com-

peted Jan. 18-20 at the 

Ladies Governor’s Cup 

tournament hosted by 

Georgetown High School 

and picked up a victory 

in the process.

Following a 4-0 loss 

Jan. 18 to Lubbock Mon-

terey High School, the 

Lady Wildcats bounced 

back Friday with a domi-

nant 6-1 victory over the 

Lady Titans of Victoria 

East High School. Elgin 

took a 3-0 lead at half-

time and kept its foot on 

the gas the rest of the 

way with three more sec-

ond-half goals.

Individual statistics for 

the Lady Wildcats’ lop-

sided win against Victo-

ria East were not made 

available before press 

time. 
Elgin concluded its time 

at the tournament Satur-

day in a hard-fought 2-1 

loss to the Lady Panthers 

of Princeton High School 

that went down to the 

wire. Lady Wildcats ju-

nior Dory Estrada con-

tinued her solid start to 

the season as she tallied 

the lone goal for Elgin in 

the match.

The Lady Wildcats (2-

3-1 overall record) under 

Head Coach Gabriela 

Perez are scheduled to 

begin 5A-District 23 

play Jan. 23 on the road 

against Georgetown East 

View High School and 

then Elgin will return 

home Friday, Jan. 26 to 

host Pf lugerville Con-

nally High School. The 

East View Lady Patriots 

also played Victoria East 

at the Governor’s Cup 

and defeated the Lady 

Titans by a score of 3-2.

www.elgincourier.com

Elgin High School girls varsity soccer junior Maria 

Yanez (9) boots the ball downfield Jan. 20 against 

Princeton High School during the Lady Wildcats’ 

match at the Governor’s Cup tournament hosted by 

Georgetown High School. 
Photo by Marcial Guajardo

Proudly supports 

all Area Students 

& Athletes!

By Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.com

School testing numbers were shared for Elgin ISD students to inform parents about the prog-ress being made in the district.
Super i ntendent  of Schools Jana Rueter dis-cussed the results in her district update last week, emphasizing student success as a main prior-ity, improving academic growth at all levels, stu-dent readiness, wellness and safety. 

“We are working to be more responsive to help prioritize student success both academically and to help them be ready for that next stage in their school career or in life in general,” said Rueter. The district balance scorecard highlighted 

the Northwest Eval-uat ion Assoc iat ion’s Measure of Academic Performance results. Students in grades 2-12 take the NWEA MAP test three times per year, in both math and reading. The exams evaluate per-formance on the national level.
Elgin ISD has seen growth in historically low areas over the last two academic years, ac-cording to Rueter. The superintendent has set the long-term goal of getting 75% of students at or above the grade level average by 2027.

Almost all of the classes saw improvement from the 2022/23 school year, with some rising by as much as 7%. Elgin ISD seniors are the only group currently above the desired goal, get-ting ready to take the 2023/24 midseason round of testing.
Additionally, students showed growth in 15 of the 19 assessments found in the State of Texas As-sessments of Academic Readiness End of Course testing, according to Rueter. More than half of the growth areas im-proved by 10% or more.Accountability reports 

are still not out from the Texas Education Agency because of the joint law-suit filed against them, which Elgin ISD is a part of. 
The lawsuit targets the injustice of changing measurements for stu-dent success and growth, af ter having already taken the school’s test. The district is projected to drop a letter grade due to the new formulas being used to calculate ratings, a common case for most districts in the state, added Rueter. 

By Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.com

Recent rainfall, fog and cold temperatures made navigating road-ways more hazardous this past week, but helped one of the coun-ty’s lakes return to its desired level. 
The Buescher State Park received 6.75 inches of rainfall with the recent storms, put-ting its updated dam and spillway to the test, said Site Manager Rob-bie Boyer. 

The park’s lake was lowered by 10 feet for construction on the his-toric dam and two new terraces, and is reliant on rainfall to bring it back up to glory. 

By Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.com

Elgin’s council members reviewed the status of Bal-lot Initiative 2022-08-04 this past week, clarifying the legality and impact of the ordinance set to elim-inate low-level marijuana 

enforcement. 
T he  o r-

d i n a n c e 
was passed 
Nov. 2022 
with a 70% 
a p p r o v a l 
rating, but 
some councilmembers and residents were seeking an-

swers as to why arrests are still being made.  The situation demon-strates confusion that can arise from the initiative petition and referendum process, according to City Manager Thomas Mattis.

See MARIJUANA, Page 2

See RAIN, Page 2
See EISD, Page 2

Marijuana still illegal, technically

New 
operational leader joins Granite

How Elgin ISD students stack up Rain 
raises lake, more to come

Council clarifies laws surrounding low-level possession enforcement
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See results on page 5. 

Elgin High School feels the power at the Wildcat Invitational.

Read all about it on page 4.  

Donnie Stark Garbage Service rising from the ashes after a fire.

Donnie Stark

ObituariesMatthew Crandall Valencia Ronette Hatch James Lee Kanada John Penny Margarito Gonzalez Rodriguez Edward Lee Sewell Frances Sotelo Janakiraman Swaminathan Austin Doolittle III
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 BASTROP – Corey Stark gathers himself while cleaning debris from the Donnie Stark Garbage Service 

office, after an electrical fire claimed the house. The family owned and operated business has served the 

county since 1978 and isn’t letting this setback slow them down. Read the full story on page 4.
Photo by Niko Demetriou

Matt Steketee is the new vice president of opera-tions at Granite Media Partners Inc., which owns or manages sev-eral media properties including this one.Photo by Sarah Walker

“We’re very proud of those numbers and they just keep increasing.”— Jana Rueter, Elgin ISD superintendent 

“We’re doing what we always said we would do, and we continue to do it, operate within the spirit of the ordinance even though it is an illegal ordinance.”
— Chief of Police Chris Noble

NOBLE

GMP News Service

TAYLOR — An ex-p e r i e n c e d  s a l e s , marketing and opera-tions professional has added his talents to the executive ranks at  Gran ite Media Partners Inc., com-pany officials said. 

A brief look at what percentage of young learners meet the national standard

See LEADER, Page 2

Current percentages in reading and math for tested grades:2nd – 46%, 48%
3rd – 46%, 41%
4th – 49%, 49%
5th – 58%, 59%
6th – 56%, 53%
7th – 68%, 63%

8th – 65%, 60%
9th – 55%, 57%

10th – 60%, 46%
11th – 62%, 60%

12th – 65%, 88%
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Students take center stage at the Bastrop County Livestock Show. 

The Lady Wildcats continue to battle on the floor.

The Lady Wildcats

Obituaries
Khalil Younes

Nancy Virginia Taylor Oden

No burn ban in effect
No burn ban in effect as of Jan 17
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Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.com

W ith a ded-icat ion to h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a -tion and community out-reach in its construction, and a place for everyone in the family, Millie’s on Main is open for business. Downtown’s new fami-ly-centered bistro comes f rom bor n-and-r a i sed E lg i n i t e s  S t a c y  a n d Cody Mauck, featuring a full bar, sweets shop, dining areas serviced by food trucks, patio, play-ground, dog station and a stage for shows. 

“We’re just kind of hop-ing that it will be a spot 
that can be a focal point for 
the community to come, 
hang out and be whole-some,” said Cody Mauck. The pair wanted to cre-ate something that they 

could enjoy with thei r 
kids and provide the city 
with the same oppor tu-nity for family outings, 

according to the f i rst-time restaurant owners.  “O u r  m a i n  i n sp i r a -t ion was somewhere to 
bring our three boys. We 
wanted to have a variety 
of d if ferent foods be-cause they never agree 

on what they want to 

Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.
com

  After a long history of reloca-
tion and upkeep, the city’s own 
original WWI cannon found its 
new resting place at the Elgin 
Depot Museum. Elgin’s proud veterans, of-

ficials and residents gathered 
to commemorate the piece of 
international history by chron-
icling the details of its tour 
through the city.“If this old cannon could talk, 

it would be so tired,” said Elgin 

Depot Museum volunteer Sandy 
Murphree. The 77 mm weapon originally 

belonged to Germany but was 
used by an American ship as 
ballast after the war to help 
bring it ashore. Several of these 
cannons were then distributed 
to cities across America, and a 
request from Elginites all those 
years ago brought one here. 
“The cannon is a symbol of all 

the citizens of Elgin who partic-
ipated in WWI,” said VFW Post 
6115 Commander John Quagli-

New home for Elgin’s storied cannon

 Bring out the waste

EHS takes on Wonderland Playground grand opening 

More cold weather 
on 

horizon

Owners Cody and Stacy, and their oldest son Miles 

Mauck, on stage in the restaurants rear. The old Elgin 

signs that decorate come from Cody’s father, Robert 

Mauck. 

Photo by Niko Demetriou

Abigail Bristoll, as Alice, and Brandon Clear, as Al-

fred/White Rabbit, reaching out for each other as 

they are transported from the WWII station to Won-

derland, beginning their adventure down the rabbit 

hole together. Photo courtesy Elgin High School Musical Theater Program

See CANNON, Page 10

Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.com

 After getting through a winter weather advi-sory and the coldest days of the season so far, ac-cording to the national weather service, sunny days are set to relieve the risk of icy roads, but temperatures will remain low.  
Bastrop County’s Mar-tin Luther King Jr. Day march was cancelled due to hazardous weather warnings, and warm weather shelters opened around town to help those in need amidst the below 20-degree tem-peratures this past week-end.   

The worst appears to be behind the city, though, as lows heading into the 

Special to the Courier
SMITHVILLE — Bas-trop and Lee County will host their annual Hazardous Household Waste Clean Up event, Jan. 20, in Smithville.  Mixing chemicals and flammable mate-rials in standard waste receptacles can release toxic fumes or lead to fires, and improper disposal of solvents may enable ground or water contamination.  Acceptable household hazardous waste items include tires, cleaning 

Niko Demetriouniko.demetriou@elgincourier.com
 The Elgin High School 

Musical Theater Pro-
gram will be going down 
the rabbit hole this week 
with their performance 
of “Alice by Heart.” The play fol lows a 

young girl who takes 
refuge in a London Tube 
station during WWII and 
confronts grief, loss and 
love with the help of her 

favorite book, “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonder-
land,” according to Music 
Theater International.  “We are one of the first 

groups to be able to per-
form this and I think 
that it’s incredibly excit-
ing to take this new work 
and put on all of the stu-
dents and their creativ-
ity that they’re pouring 
into this,” said Cherisa 

See WASTE, Page 10

See MILLIE, Page 10

See COLD, Page 10

See EHS, Page 10

JAN. 17, 2024

The 77 mm German cannon was one of several used as ballast on 

American ships returning after WWI. Mayor Theresa McShan, local 

veterans and volunteers gathered to recognize the importance of this 

slice of history, Jan. 8. 

Photo by Niko Demetriou  

The Mauck family, with namesake family dog Millie, cutting their official ribbon. Photo courtesy Elgin Chamber of Commerce

meets Millie
meets Millie

Main Main StreetStreet

Special to the CourierThe Elgin Juneteenth 
Organization partnered 

with the Elgin Police De-
partment and Bastrop 

County Sheriff ’s Office 
for this year’s holiday 

“Shop with a Cop” event. 
The shopping spree was 

a new replacement, fill-
ing in for the Blue Santa 

toy collection typically 
organized in the holiday 

season.Loca l  pol ice  of f i -
cers gathered with El-

gin’s youth in the city’s 
Walmart, spending do-

nated gift cards and fos-
tering relationships that 

will last throughout the 
children’s time in Elgin. 
The organization gives 

special thanks to the EPD 
staff, Bastrop County 

troopers, Mt. Moriah Mis-

sionary Baptist Church, 
Reverand Steven Ward, 

Elgin Funeral Home and 
sponsors Joshua and 

Jamie Hausladen, KJS 
Commercial LLC and 

Duane Jennings. A community effort, 
the groups were able to 

make the season a little 
bit brighter for many of 

the growing Elginites. 

Special to the CourierBASTROP – New year 
celebrations in Bas-

trop hospitalized one 
resident with an unex-

pected gunshot wound.
This year, The Bastrop 

County Sheriff ’s Office 
received 47 calls for 

service concerning cel-
ebratory gunfire. The 

increase in reports is 
common for the holiday, 

as locals fire into the air 
without concern for the 

outcome, according to 
the office. At 12:14 a.m., Jan. 1, 

operators received a call 
from the Riddle Road 

area reporting that an 
individual had been shot 

outside his residence, 

according to Sheriff 
Maurice Cook.The investigating depu-

ties found that the person 
received a gunshot wound 

to the upper part of his 
back, in the neck area.
The bullet appeared to 

have dropped out of the 
sky, indicating it was 

from a celebratory gun 
shot that was aimed up-

wards, according to the 
deputies. There was no 

gunfire in the immedi-
ate area.The victim was treated 

at a hospital and re-
leased, but the outcome 

could have been much 
worse, according to the 

Sheriff.

What goes up, must come down

and

Body discovered in ranch water tank

Playground grand opening delayed

Bond set for shootout gunman

Candidate filing opens Jan. 17

Celebratory gunfire hits resident
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See page 4 to read all 
about it.

 The non-profit of 
the year in Bastrop 

unveils a new exhibit.

Go to page 5 to see 
who claimed victory.

Elgin athletes lifted 
their way to gold in 

Giddings last week.

Elgin athletes lifted

Obituaries
Camerina Santa Cruz Benitez 

Michael Eugene Brown 
Early Ray Carter 

Helen B. Edwards 
Hector Diaz-Esparza 

Fred Fern Farris 
Linda Casey Hall 

Joseph Floyd Lewis 
Jenny Jasmin Nunez 

Mary Ann O’Hagan-Tullino 
Juan Ramirez Salas 

Melissa McKay Snowden 
Harold Leslie Wright 

Lucille Cathey Wright 

No burn ban in effect

No burn ban in effect as of Jan. 9
 as of Jan. 9Bastrop County average 

Bastrop County average KBDI:  21
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for the most current weather 

updates. www.elgincourier.com 

Source: www.accuweather.com

Use this QR Code to access local news on your mobile phone.

Providence-Jones
Providence-JonesFAMILY 

FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

FUNERAL HOME

604 HWY. 95 NORTH ELGIN, TX5122812340
WWW.PROVIDENCEJONESFUNERALHOME.COM LICENSE #3878

• Residential 
• Farm & Ranch

• Land/Lots 
• Commercial

• Property Management • Rentals
Se HablaEspañol

An award winning team with 80+ years of

combined experience specializing in:

FULL-SERVICE AGENTS THAT GET YOU HOME!
409 N Main, Elgin, TxOffice: 512-281-3412

www.jeanetteshelbyrealty.com

712 N. AVE C512.281.5697elginfuneralhome.net
T.F.S.C. #1286

“Service and Compassion from a Family that Genuinely Cares”

Roland Daniels grabbing a few action figures with 

trooper Greg Jordan.Photo courtesy Elgin Juneteenth Organization EPD and Sheriff’s Office workers kept the registers busy.

Photo courtesy Elgin Juneteenth Organization

In the spirit of giving, a combined effort from several Elgin and Bastrop County 

organizations made this holiday event possible.Photo courtesy Elgin Juneteenth Organization

While it may look enticing and ready for play, orange 

safety netting sections off the new park at 313 W. 

Fourth Street. 

Photo by Niko Demetriou

See BULLETS, Page 10

Special to the CourierBASTROP – Seth 
Thomas Robertson, 

61, was charged with 
attempt to commit 

capital murder and 
remains in the Bas-

trop County Jail in 
lieu of posting a $1 

million bond. Robertson was in-
volved in a shootout 

with sheriff ’s depu-
ties, Dec. 23, where 

he was struck with 
rifle shots after firing 

upon them several 
times, according to 

the Bastrop County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Special to the CourierFilings open Jan. 17 
for invested residents 

interested in running 
for Elgin City Council. 
Eligible seats in the 

upcoming genera l 
municipal election, 

scheduled for May 4, 
include mayor, ward 

1, ward 2, ward 3 and 
ward 4.

Special to the CourierBASTROP – The Bas-
trop County Sheriff ’s 

Office released details 
surrounding the dis-

covery of a body last 
week.
The office is cur-

rently working on an 
apparent drowning 

off Rosanky Cattle 
Company Road. Workers discovered 

the body floating in 
a large tank on ranch 

proper t y,  Jan.  4, 
around 4 p.m., accord-

ing to Sheriff Maurice 
Cook. “At this time, there 

is no evidence of foul 
play,” added Cook in 

the release. 

Special to the CourierThe finishing touches 

on Morris Memorial 

Park’s new playset have 

been delayed, pushing 

back the scheduled Jan. 

3 grand opening and 

dedication. Final surfacing for the 

grounds couldn’t be 

completed due to illness 

among the instillation 

crew. 

Safety surfacing takes 

72 hours, about three 

days, to dry between 

layers to be effective, ac-
cording to the Parks and 

Recreation Department.
New dates for the park’s 

opening and commemo-
ration have not yet been 

announced, and the de-
partment asks the com-

munity to stay safe and 

not utilize its equipment 

until then.  

See BODY, Page 10

See FILING, Page 10

troopers

ToysToys STANDARD SIZING & RATES   

 NAME BW COLOR 

 2X2 STANDARD $40 $52

 2X3 MARKETPLACE $60 $78

 2X5 INDEX CARD $100 $130

 3X5 EIGHTH $150 $195

 VERTICAL QUARTER V. QUARTER $315 $410

 HORIZONTAL QUARTER H. QUARTER $315 $410

 VERTICAL HALF V, HALF $630 $819

 HORIZONTAL HALF H. HALF $630 $819

 FULL FULL $1,260 $1,638

2024 CAMPAIGN OPTIONS
& ADVERTISING RATES

DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Our newspaper provides targeted delivery for your marketing 
message in the Elgin and surrounding areas and into rural 
Bastrop County.

The creation of a pub-

lic health department 

would centralize and 

address the themes of 

accountability, better 

health practices and 

transparency and sus-

tainability of resources, 

added Nichols.
The speaker sum-

marized the main ob-

jectives of a health 

department as the three 

p’s of prevention, pro-

motion and protection. 

 “Protect against seen 

and unseen threats to 

air, water and food, 

health promotion in 

terms of education, and 

supporting all popula-

tions and disease pre-

vention,” according to 

the director.
Accessibility and range 

of coverage will be a 

focus point of the new 

department, targeting 

communicable disease, 

chronic disease and 

injury, environmental 

public health, sanita-

tion, access to health-

care and maternal, child 

and family health. 

The Bastrop County 

Hea lth Depar tment 

stated that legal au-

thority to pursue a pub-

lic health department 

comes from chapter 

121 of the Texas Health 

and Safety Code, noting 

that by having a public 

health department task 

force, there would be an 

ability to apply for gov-

ernmental funding and 

grants.
Nichols asked the City 

Council for one elected 

official and one commu-

nity leader to represent 

Elgin in the task force.

Councilmember Ya-

Lecia Love volunteered 

to be the elected offi-

cial, but the commu-

nity leader has yet to 

be determined. It was 

proposed by Nichols 

that this person “under-

stands health, and how 

to keep people well, 

[and] quality of life.”

Nichols has requested 

a letter identifying the 

elected official and com-

munity leader for Elgin, 

to be included in the 

submission for a Health 

Resources and Services 

Administration federal 

grant request. 
City Manager Thomas 

Mattis agreed to address 

and approve this request 

in advance of the Jan. 

26 deadline.

“We aimed to ensure that 

the website is user-friendly, 

making it easy for visitors 

to find essential informa-

tion about Elgin’s economic 

development initiatives, in-

centives, and available re-

sources,” said Owen Rock, 

director of Elgin EDC.

The website aligns with 

the organization’s strategic 

priorities by emphasizing 

the advantages of Elgin’s 

location, the business tool-

box and the site selection 

features.
Elgin EDC prioritizes in-

vestment promotion, show-

casing the city’s strengths, 

opportunities and busi-

ness-friendly climate to fos-

ter job creation and support 

both existing and potential 

businesses, according to the 

director.
“This platform makes it 

easier for potential inves-

tors, businesses, and site 

selectors to find informa-

tion about our community 

24/7,” added Rock. 
The new website can be 

reached at https://www.

elginedc.com. 

Nearly 30 referrals 

were made to social ser-

vice agencies in 2023, 

creating changes in qual-

ity of life, 17 nights of 

emergency shelter have 

been provided and the 

Restore Hope Tuesdays 

Grab & Go meal pro-

gram distributed over 

18,000 meals, according 

to the organization. 

These milestone ac-

complishments will be 

honored alongside the 

Volunteer of the Year 

award at the annual ap-

preciation banquet, open 

to the public. 
The high recognition 

was created in honor 

of Twyla Walton Nash 

for her resilient work as 

a founding member of 

ECO. This year’s recogni-

tion program will be the 

first presentation of this 

special award, according 

to the group.
“We will be recogniz-

ing the volunteers of 

Elgin Cares who com-

mit their time every 

year to make a positive 

difference in the lives 

of those in need. Their 

selfless efforts have a di-

rect and tangible impact, 

but it’s their willingness 

to lend a helping hand 

and show kindness and 

compassion that makes 

the most significant dif-

ference in the lives of 

the people they assist,” 

added Jones.
A silent auction was 

added on the bill for 

this year’s event, giving 

attendees the chance 

to bid on unique items 

while simultaneously 

contributing to help El-

ginites in need. 
The appreciation ban-

quet is set for Jan. 27, at 

the Family Worship Cen-

ter, 2425 Farm to Market 

Road 1704. Doors open 

at 4:30 p.m. 

During his community 

growth report, Mattis 

stated “Elgin sits on top 

of the largest and maybe 

most prolific aquifer in the 

state.” 
“I’m confused about what 

the confusion is about, 

people seem to be under 

the impression that there 

is any concern about water 

and wastewater in Elgin, 

there’s not. In my opinion, 

the most solid part about 

the city’s operation is its 

water,” added Mattis in the 

city council meeting.
Elgin lies on the minor 

outcrops of two different 

aquifers, the Carrizo Wil-

cox and the Trinity, neither 

of which hold the grand 

titles stated by Mattis, ac-

cording to Christian. 
 The Ogallala Aquifer, 

located in the Texas pan-

handle, is the state’s ac-

tual largest reserve, with 

the most prolific being the 

Edwards Aquifer, which 

is why there are multiple 

springs around the San 

Antonio region, added 

Christian. 
“It doesn’t mean that 

there’s anything to worry 

about in terms of water, but 

I don’t think it’s responsible 

for the city manager to say 

facts that aren’t factual to 

get his point across,” said 

the local analyst. 
While she agrees that 

Elgin is currently manag-

ing its water usage appro-

priately, Christian stated 

that the city needs to plan 

for its future growth more 

accordingly, particularly in 

regard to wastewater treat-

ment. 
“Elgin is a special thing, 

we have a special place, 

and if we’re not proactive 

in our planning and we 

just continue to be reac-

tive, we’re going to lose 

all of that. We know how 

our population is going to 

grow, but we’re only look-

ing at the known develop-

ment. It’s not responsible to 

wait until there’s an issue 

to do something,” said 

Christian.
Elgin’s wastewater treat-

ment plant is now finishing 

its expansion, doubling its 

capacity to two million gal-

lons of water per day. The 

city currently uses about 

700,000 gallons daily, this 

leaves Elgin room to dou-

ble its population before it 

needs to consider any fur-

ther major improvements, 

according to Mattis.
The city’s current pop-

ulation is around 15,000 

people, as stated by Mat-

tis in the same report. His 

conservative projection 

reveals that in three years 

it should reach closer to 

20,000, and if every cur-

rent scheduled project was 

to be completed, including 

extra-territorial jurisdic-

tion, Elgin would see about 

50,000 residents. 
“I stand by the facts as 

stated in the Growth Re-

port demonstrating that 

the COE has no concerns 

or issues related to the 

provision of water and 

wastewater services to 

both current and future 

customers,” added Mattis.

Christian stated that 

there is more the city could 

do to better prepare for 

this inevitable growth. 

“I wish Elgin was more 

involved in the regional 

process, it’s based on popu-

lation growth and what fu-

ture water will be to meet 

population demands. It 

would benefit the city to be 

more involved in regional 

planning,” added Chris-

tian. “I’m concerned that 

we’re growing so much 

and we’re not addressing 

any of these future poten-

tial problems until they are 

at our doorstep, and that’s 

exactly how we’ve dealt 

with wastewater.”
Texas has conducted 

water planning on a state-

wide basis since the 1950s, 

updated every 5 years, ac-

cording to Christian. 
To be proactive, she rec-

ommended the city works 

more with regional coun-

cils of government and 

state entities, like CAP-

COG, that could aid with 

infrastructure planning. 

Along with grants and 

loan programs, “statewide 

efforts can make the city’s 

life so much easier and 

help with projections,” ac-

cording to Christian.
It’s recommended to keep 

water usage around 60% 

of capacity. Elgin was at 

the 70% mark before the 

treatment plant’s expan-

sion, and with population 

growing so rapidly, it may 

reach that breaking point 

again soon, according to 

the data scientist. 
“A big event like the Su-

perbowl, when everyone 

is flushing their toilets at 

once, could lead to over-

flow,” she said. “It’s a 

safety and hazard precau-

tion. Being reactive doesn’t 

provide the best solutions 

for the city because we’re 

left with limited options, 

there’s grants to do all of 

this stuff and better pre-

pare.”
The water professional 

insisted that more plan-

ning needs to be done, the 

city may be in a good posi-

tion, but there is no way to 

know just yet. 
“Water is the most im-

portant resource we have, 

and I think just because it’s 

there, doesn’t mean that 

you shouldn’t be concerned 

about the future. It’s really 

easy to not think about 

water when it’s there every 

day, but it’s really difficult 

to do anything without it,” 

said Christian.
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Sarah Gee MD FAAD 

Experienced Medical Dermatologist 

Kristina Collins MD FAAD 

Fellowship Trained Mohs Micrographic Surgeon

FAAD 
ogist 

FAAD 
geon

AUSTIN SKIN 
SMITHVILLE 

medical+ surgical+ cosmetic dermatology

Board Certified 

Harvard Trained Dermatologists 

Visit Us At:  1501 B, Dorothy Nichols Road, Smithville, Texas 78957  • 737-727-7546
austinskinphysicians.com   

GAMES
Kansas City at Baltimore 

Baltimore 
Baltimore 

Baltimore 
Kansas City 

Kansas City

Detroit at San Francisco 
Detroit 

San Francisco 
San Francisco 

San Francisco 
San Francisco

LAST WEEK’S RECORD 
3--2 

3--2 
3--2 

5--0 
4--1

SEASON RECORD 
136-129 

150-115 
171-94 

157-108 
151-114

Shorty Russell Brad Shepard Ron Moore Erin Anderson Ron Ramirez

ELGIN COURIER
ELGIN COURIER

Find applications at

bluebonnet.coop/sc
holarships

THE POWER OF

Academic 
and 

Trade & Technical

LEARNING

for graduating
high school seniors

SCHOLARSHIPS

Application deadline March 8, 2024

2024 SCHOLARSHIP ads.indd   4

Elevate your 
eyecare and 
go beyond 
Insurance

Habla Espanol 

Dr. Maria
     Bontrager, Optometrist

512-229-5911 • Smallwondereyecare.net

1320 W Hwy 290 • Tues -Sat: 9am – 6pm

Providing Elgin families with clear, comfortable vision through

 dedicated time, active listening, and advocacy

611 S Main St, Elgin, TX | 512-285-6494

MI CELINE MERCADO
MI CELINE MERCADO

CARNICERIA TAQUERIA

Try the BEST 
Chicharrónes 

in Town

$5 off
any Purchase

of $25

“Water is the most important resource 

we have, and I think just because it’s 

there, doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t 

be concerned about the future. It’s 

really easy to not think about water 

when it’s there every day, but it’s really 

difficult to do anything without it.”

— Taylor Christin, water data scientist

WATER ...
From Page 1

HEALTH ...
From Page 1

VOLUNTEERS ...

From Page 1
WEBSITE ...

From Page 1

RATES INCLUDE 
GRAPHIC DESIGN

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

30 year business now expanding to Elgin
You focus on your business and let us do the rest.
Services we include:

• Bookkeeping
• Monthly Financial Statements
• Payroll
• Tax Returns, Business, Partnerships and Personal 
   LLC and S-Corporation creation

Got an IRS problem?  We can help you!
Call Today!  512-454-6597

or Visit our website:  www.mytaxpro.com

ar business now expanding to

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS 
 512-285-3333

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Jay Sutton
Financial Advisor

100 North Main Street 
Elgin, TX 78621 
512-281-5867

Member SIPC

 THIS AD SPACE 
CAN BE YOURS! 

CALL
 512-285-3333

TAYLOR • 601 Mallard Ln. Suite B
512-352-3016 • 512-365-3027 (Fax)

optdesign2@gmail.com

MATCH YOUR VINTAGE FRAMES WITH NEW LENSES
AND HAVE A GREAT PAIR!

Bring us your Favorite Frames and let us make new lenses.
ESTIMATES ARE FREE!

Elevate your 
eyecare and 
go beyond 
Insurance

Habla Espanol 

Dr. MariaDr. Maria
     Bontrager, Optometrist     Bontrager, Optometrist

512-229-5911 • Smallwondereyecare.net
1320 W Hwy 290 • Tues -Sat: 9am – 6pm

Providing Elgin families with clear, comfortable vision through
 dedicated time, active listening, and advocacy

611 S Main St, Elgin, TX | 512-285-6494

MI CELINE MERCADOMI CELINE MERCADO
CARNICERIA TAQUERIA

BEST Chicharrónes in Town

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 18, 2023 
ELGIN COURIER – ELGIN, TEXAS 
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Residential  •  Land/Lots

Property Management •  Commercial

Farm & Ranch •  Rentals

Se HablaSe Habla
EspañolEspañol

FULL-SERVICE AGENTS THAT GET YOU HOME!
FULL-SERVICE AGENTS THAT GET YOU HOME!

409 N Main, Elgin, Tx • Office: 512-281-3412
409 N Main, Elgin, Tx • Office: 512-281-3412

www.jeanetteshelbyrealty.com
www.jeanetteshelbyrealty.com

SHE: Woman in 

Business 2023 & 

2023 BEST of Real 

Estate Awards!

The Hogeye Festival is a fun street festival that has grown from a small event in Veterans’ 

Memorial Park for residents to a grand annual festival that covers over 20 city blocks! 

Thursday Night: 

· Pearls Before Swine – Grand Opening 

· The Hogalicious Desert Contest 

· Live Music 

Friday Night:

· Street Dance – Kenny Orts & 

 The No Chance Band 

· Pearls Before Swine Art Show 

Hogeye

Boutique, Barber and Beauty Shop

102 Main Street, Elgin

512-229-3798  |  10AM - 6PM

Check out the ColorWorks 

salon page on Facebook

Love is in the Hair

All hair services 
including

colors, cuts, 
highlights, 
balayage,

facial waxing,
and perms

Lots of gift items in 

our boutique area 

including hair
care products,

tee shirts, jewelry, 

and freshies

We also have a barber with 25+ years 

experience that accepts walk ins!

Gi� ��ifica�s availab�

FestivalFestival
Elgin

36th annual

Oct. 26-28

All Day Saturday:  

· Handmade Arts & Crafts 

· Music on Two Stages 

· The Pearls Before Swine Art Show 

· The Gordon Swenson Memorial Barbecue 

 Pork Cook-Off 

· Kids & Pets Costume Contest and Parade 

· World’s Largest Brick 

· Corn Hole Tournament 

· Great Food & Beverages  

· Children’s Activities 

· Car Show

Hogeye
2023 SPRING SPORTS
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 SOFTBALL

brickbrick..comcom

1776 Old McDade Road, Elgin
1776 Old McDade Road, Elgin 512-281-5744 512-281-5744

REPORT A WATER 
REPORT A WATER LEAK OR EMERGENCY

LEAK OR EMERGENCY512-303-3943
512-303-3943TDD 1-800-735-2989

TDD 1-800-735-2989Call anytime,
Call anytime,24-Hours a Day.

24-Hours a Day.

Providing water for Providing water for 
homes, farms, ranches 
homes, farms, ranches and businesses.and businesses.

415 Old Austin Hwy.415 Old Austin Hwy.
Drawer PDrawer P

Bastrop, TX 78602Bastrop, TX 78602
512-303-3943512-303-3943

FOLLOW AQUAFOLLOW AQUA

a coffee shop
M-F 8am – 4pm – SUN 8am – 1pmCall or text your order in!

512-827-9747
chemncafe@gmail.com
www.chemncafe.com
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WWW.FNBBASTROP.BANK | 512-321-2561 | 1312 Highway 290, Elgin

GOOD LUCKGGGOOOOOODDD LLLUUUCCCKKK WILDCATS!WWWWWWWIIIILLLLDDDDDDDCCCCCCCAAAAATTTTTSSSSSSSSSS!!!!!!

Travel the world! 512-563-0103

jennifer@etx-travel.com

ETX TRAVEL

Jennifer Reynolds
Sherril Schier

Hope Hargrove

Dania Mendoza
Malory Smith

Stevi Ann Pilkington

Proud supporters
of the Elgin Wildcats.

austincc.edu

“All Roads Lead to Rush”

512-281-2210512-281-22101395 Hwy 290 West • Elgin, TX 786211395 Hwy 290 West • Elgin, TX 78621www.rushchevrolet.comwww.rushchevrolet.com

GO WILDCATS! 

“All Roads Lead to Rush”All Roads Lead to Rush“All Roads Lead to Rush”All Roads Lead to Rush

512.229.3036Sales@ATXJerky.com
We Offer First Responder and Military Discounts!

ATXJerky.com
107 N. MAIN STREET ELGIN, TX 78621 • USA
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SOCCER

Save Bees – Drink Mead

Elgin Meadery
109 Central Avenue • Elgin(512) 285-6461
www.elginmead.com

Award Winning • Locally Sourced & Hand Cra�edStop by for a glass, bottle or tasting or browse our inventory online!

512-285-3210
1155 Dildy Drive - Elgin

elgin-generalstore.com

We support 
our student athletes!

512-281-3412 • 409 N. Main St. • Elginwww.jeanetteshelbyrealty.com   Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

Full-Service Agents that get you Home

An Award Winning An Award Winning 
Company Specializing In:

• Residential 
• Farm & Ranch
• Land/Lots 
• Commercial
• Property Management
• Rentals

REALTORS®
ready to go to work for you.

Over 80 Years Combined Experience
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ASK US ABOUT OUR OTHER 
SPECIAL PROMOS



ADVERTISING INFORMATION

 CALL TODAY • 512.285.3333
A PUBLICATION OF

   COLS.X TOTAL DESIGN 

 SIZE NAME INCHES INCHES SPECS

 2X2 STANDARD 2X2 4 3.22”X2”

 2X3 MARKETPLACE 2X3 6 3.22’X3”

 2X5 INDEX CARD 2X5 10 3.22”X5”

 3X5 EIGHTH 3X5 15 4.91”X5”

 VERTICAL QUARTER V. QUARTER 3X10.5 31.5 4.91”X10.5”

 HORIZONTAL QUARTER H. QUARTER 6X5.25 31.5 10”X5.25”

 VERTICAL HALF  V. HALF 3X21 63 4.91”X21”

 HORIZONTAL HALF H. HALF 6X10.5 63 10”X10.5”

 FULL FULL 6X2 126 10”X2”

Full Page

H Half Page

H Quarter Page

2x2 2x3

V Half Page

V Quarter Page

Eighth Page

2x5

CAMERA-READY SPECS

PDF format with fonts embedded, produced to correct dimensions for purchased size.
Art must be 300 dpi.
All color ads must be CMYK.

DISPLAY AD MECHANICALS

Ad design is included in the purchase of your advertising.  Let us
help you market your business.

CAMERA READY ADS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
24 HOURS PRIOR TO 

PRESS DEADLINE

Where Our Residents Come First
1373 North Avenue C | Elgin, Texas 78621

512-285-2457
regencyhealthcare.com/locations/elgin

Your One-Stop Service Store Your One-Stop Service Store 

Monday-Friday 8am-7pm
Saturday-Sunday 8am-6pm
1155 DILDY DRIVE • ELGIN1155 DILDY DRIVE • ELGIN

512-285-3210512-285-3210

Your Local Farm, Ranch & Pet Supply Store

LIVESTOCK FEED & EQUIPMENT | FENCING, LAWN & GARDEN
LIVESTOCK FEED & EQUIPMENT | FENCING, LAWN & GARDENCHICKEN SUPPLIES | WORKWEAR & CLOTHING | TACK & SADDLE

CHICKEN SUPPLIES | WORKWEAR & CLOTHING | TACK & SADDLETOOLS & RENTAL EQUIPMENT | GUNS & AMMO| PET SUPPLIES & MUCH MORE!
TOOLS & RENTAL EQUIPMENT | GUNS & AMMO| PET SUPPLIES & MUCH MORE!

CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE!CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE!

Get value, service and selection that Get value, service and selection that stand out from the herd!stand out from the herd!

4804 W Second (Hwy 79W) • Taylor, TX

512-352-7870

Family owned and operated
Sales and Installation | Fully InsuredMember: Local area Chambers of Commerce, Roofi ng Contractors Association of Texas

A&B Sheet Metaland Roofi ng of Taylor
A&B Sheet Metaland Roofi ng of Taylor

New Construction & Re-Roofs | Commercial & ResidentialMetal, Shingles & TPO
FREE ESTIMATES


